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Achieving competence in English language and literature is a vital part of the education of our pupils. 
At Al-Ashraf Primary School, our teachers play an important role in facilitating this. The English 
curriculum aims to develop language skills in three different areas:  

 Reading 
 Writing 
 Oracy (speaking and listening) 

The school’s aim is that each child should achieve the highest level of performance of which he or 
she is capable in every aspect of English. We aim to provide our pupils with a wide experience of 
literature throughout the Foundation Stage and Key Stages 1 and 2. 

 

 To provide a language rich environment that promotes a culture of communication, reading 
and writing;  

 To develop in pupils a love of books that will not only support their learning across the 
curriculum, but also will enrich their lives;  

 To value and use books as a basis for learning, pleasure, talk and play;  
 To teach children the craft of writing, including handwriting, in order to develop in them the 

confidence and skills to write well for a range of purposes and audiences;  
 To systematically teach spelling, handwriting, grammar and punctuation – to ensure 

accuracy within creativity;  
 To foster in pupils the confidence, desire and ability to express their views and opinions both 

orally and in writing;  



 To raise the standards of communication, reading and writing so that every child makes 
good progress;  

  To value and celebrate diversity in culture and language.  

  

 

At Al-Ashraf Primary School, we use the English Programme of Study as a basis for our planning 
within the subject and expect all teachers to follow this framework. English is taught on a daily basis 
from Early Years Foundation Class 2 (Reception) to Y6 and this is supported and enhanced through 
other curriculum areas. We follow a Creative Curriculum and wherever possible English activities are 
linked to current topic work.   

Teaching and learning usually takes place within a whole class setting: children are provided with 
appropriate support (adaptive teaching) in class so that they can complete independent and partner 
work. Good practice in reading and writing is shared and modelled in whole class teaching. Teachers 
use a variety of interactive teaching methods to deliver the curriculum and achieve set learning 
objectives. 

In the Foundation Stage, English forms the basis of one of the seven areas of learning: 
Communication, Language and Literacy. Emphasis is on teaching English through stories and non-
fiction texts with strong topic links, child-initiated learning through play (with some adult 
intervention), demonstration and use of language. 

 

1.  
At Al-Ashraf Primary School, it is our intention to develop children’s ability to speak with confidence, 
clarity and fluency in a variety of situations, for a variety of audiences and for a range of purposes 
and to develop their capacities to listen with attention and understanding. Teachers model correct 
use of Standard English and accurate speech to improve grammar in children’s writing. Children have 
speaking and listening opportunities in school within their classrooms and during whole school 
assemblies. There is now a stronger focus on oracy and teachers are expected to explicitly teach and 
model good speaking and listening. 

From Year 1 to year 6, there are 3 speaking and listening assessments held in the year, in the 
autumn, spring and summer term. Each one will have a different focus: to entertain (performance 
poetry, plays etc), to inform (news report, presentation etc) and to persuade (persuasive speech, 
debate etc). 

 

 
Guided reading 



Guided reading is an approach used to teach children reading strategies they can apply to a piece of 
text. Guided reading sessions take place every day and last 25 minutes. Teachers use key questioning 
skills to aid comprehension: 

 V: vocabulary 
 I: inference  
 P: Predict 
 E: Explain 
 R: Retrieve 
 S: Sequence or Summarise 

 

Individual reading 

Children have access to graded reading stage books to support the development of their individual 
reading skills. Children start the reading scheme in Foundation Stage and continue until they become 
competent, independent readers. They can then choose from a wide variety of books from the KS2 
library. A home/school reading agreement ensures children are able to make accelerated progress 
by working in partnership with the school. Children are expected to read 3x a week at home to an 
adult. The adult then signs the reading diary and adds a comment.  

Reading for pleasure 

Reading for Pleasure (RFP) and library sessions have been timetabled for all years to promote 
reading. Reading for pleasure increases children’s understanding of their own identity, improves 
empathy and gives them an insight into the world view of others.  

Class Book 

All classes are expected to have an ongoing class book/s. There should be time daily to listed to the 
class book. This book/s is chosen by the class teacher and may be linked to their geography/ history/ 
science unit for the term.  

 

 
Our school has adopted Pie Corbett’s Talk for Writing as a model to improve achievement in writing. 
Talk for Writing advocates that children imitate the key language needed for a particular genre 
orally, before reading and analysing it. Through fun activities they rehearse retelling the text, then 
through shared writing they are shown how to craft their writing in the same style. The approach 
includes imitation, innovation and independent application (invention) – a two-to-three-week 
process depending on the genre being taught. 

A. The Imitation Stage 
The teacher establishes a creative context for each ‘Talk for Writing’ unit with a ‘hook’ to 
draw the children in. Teachers then introduce children to an exemplar text, supported 
visually by a text map. Actions are created to help the children recall the story or non-fiction 



piece and reinforce the specific language patterns. In this way, children hear the text, say it 
for themselves and enjoy it before actually seeing it written down. Children interact with the 
text through drama activities and internalise the language patterns through sentence and 
word games based on the text. Once they have internalised the language of the text, they 
are introduced to the written text and encouraged to identify the key writing ingredients 
and ‘magpie’ key words and phrases. Children will develop their understanding of the 
structure of the text with the use of the boxing-up technique and by analysing the key 
features.   
 
This stage slightly varies in UKS2, as the children do not memorise the model text. However, 
they do analyse a model text examining and learning from the features it contains. 
 

B. The Innovation Stage  
Once the children have internalised the text, they are then ready to start innovating on the 
pattern of the text. Using an adaptation of the text, children orally rehearse what they want 
to say then create their own version.   
During innovation, spelling, sentence games and drama activities continue to be 
incorporated so that children have a wealth of oral and written practice in the language 
features required to write.   
 
The key activity in this stage is shared writing – which helps the children to create their own 
version by ‘doing one together’ first. This begins with the children boxing-up their innovated 
version of the exemplar text. Each stage of the writing process is modelled by the teacher.  
Throughout this process key words and phrases and shared writing are displayed so when 
children begin to write they have models and examples to support them. Children are 
encouraged to swap their work with a response partner to discuss their successes. 
 

C. The Invention Stage (independent writing) 
In this stage, children move towards becoming independent writers. They write the same 
text type but choose the content. This stage still requires a ‘hook’, games to help children to 
internalise the language patterns and understand the text, boxing up and shared writing 
(driven by teacher assessment). Teachers guide children through the whole process which 
ends with rereading and polishing. 

 
Creative writing 
Every alternate Friday, children have the opportunity to complete a ‘creative writing’ task. This does 
not necessarily follow the unit of work they have been doing. It is also completed in a separate 
creative writing book. It is writing based on a stimulus given by the teacher (picture, video, start of a 
story). The children are encouraged to write whatever they want to based on the stimulus. These 
sessions have 2 aims: to encourage children to write for pleasure and to build their writing stamina.  

Independent writing  

After each unit of writing is completed, children will write an extended piece of independent writing 
which is used to assess them against the year group expectations. This is the culmination of an 
English unit and allows the children to independently apply all they have learnt during the unit. Their 



draft writing will be completed in their English books and the final re-written version should be 
written in their ‘big write book. Teachers must only give formal written feedback to the writing in 
their ‘big write’ book. 

As a school and, in line with end of ks1 and ks2 moderation, we have produced the following 
guidelines on what is considered independent writing. 

During independent writing, the following can be done to facilitate children’s writing: 

 Model text- the children can refer back to the model text and other writing done in the lead 
up to the independent write. 

 Shared/ modelled writing- Teachers may model writing but this cannot be accessible to the 
children when the children are witing independently. 

 High quality texts- children can magpie ideas from books. It is good practice for the class to 
collate a bank of words and phrases in the lessons leading up to the independent writing. 
This can be displayed on the English working wall or given out to individuals.  

 Word banks- Children can refer to the working wall and word banks made available to them 
in the classroom. Individual word banks can be differentiated as appropriate. 

 Whole class feedback- Teachers may give generic whole class feedback on areas to improve 
and create starters targeting those areas. 

 Class generated success criteria- throughout a unit of work, teachers should be adding 
features of the text type on the English working wall. As a result, the class and teacher are 
working together to generate a success criteria for their independent writing.  

 Dictionaries/ thesauruses- Children can also use dictionary/ thesauruses to help them to 
edit and improve their work.  

 Peer editing- children can edit their writing with a peer. 

The following support cannot be given: 

 Heavy scaffolding or modelling- Teachers or TAs showing the children what to write and 
supporting them with their sentence structures. 

 Marking- Teachers/TAs marking and editing children’s writing before they write their final 
draft. 

 Pointing out errors/ improvements- Teachers/ TAs telling children what errors they can see 
in the children’s writing and suggesting improvements. 

 Detailed success criteria- giving a detailed success criteria where examples of the criterion 
are given. E.g include modal verbs such as should, could. 

 Electronic aids that automatically correct- children using technology that automatically 
identifies and corrects their spelling or punctuation.  

Important note: There are some children for whom writing cannot be completed independently. 
Teachers may decide this after consulting with relevant staff members (English lead and SENCo). It is 
important that the adult support is indicated in their ‘big write’ book by using the symbol ‘T’ to show 
teacher support or ‘TA’ to show TA support. 

Grammar and punctuation 



Grammar and punctuation are taught within the given context of each ‘Talk for Writing’ unit. 
Teachers plan a range of grammar and punctuation activities focusing on children’s next steps for 
learning and based on the exemplar text or topic. 

Range of fiction and non-fiction genres  

The long-term bi-annual English plan outlines the fiction and non-fiction genres to be taught across 
the school. This ensures progression and the opportunity for children to experience a breadth of 
genres. 

Phonics 

At Al-Ashraf Primary School, we follow the Letters and Sounds programme for phonics from the 
foundation stage to Year 2. The teaching of phonics is key to children developing their reading. From 
Y1 to Y6 teachers send weekly spellings home from a set programme (refer to the school’s Spelling 
Policy), linked to the new English Programme of Study, to ensure full coverage of spelling patterns 
and tricky words.  

Children in Year 1 are required to undertake a national phonics assessment in term 6. 

The Letters and Sounds Framework is used with fully decodable books.  

 

Formative Assessment 
Teachers integrate the use of formative assessment strategies such as effective questioning, clear 
learning objectives, live marking, the use of effective feedback and response in their teaching. 
Teachers routinely adapt lessons to ensure that they are responding to the needs of the children and 
to ensure that secure progress is being made.  
 

Summative Assessment 
Children are formally assessed at 3 key points during the year, as outlined by the assessment policy. 
Their current levels are updated on the tracker. Teachers have the choice as to whether they would 
like to use a formal assessment to assess at other points during the year. All assessments inform 
teachers understanding of a child’s ability in English and aim to ensure appropriate strategies are put 
into place to support children. Leaders routinely have conversations with teachers regarding how 
children, who are falling behind, can be supported to ensure progression. 
 
Reading 
Teachers use the Rising Stars reading assessments to help inform their teacher judgement. 

 
SPaG 
Teachers source papers to assess the spelling, punctuation and grammar objectives that have been 
covered in the year. 

 
Writing 



The independent writing that is completed at the end of English units is used to assess individual 
children’s writing. To ensure that our teacher judgements are secure we have termly moderation 
sessions. This involves the class teacher and the English lead. Teachers bring selected children’s 
writing to the moderation meeting for discussion. Usually, these selected children are those who are 
in between 2 levels or those whom teachers are struggling to come to a firm judgement about. Once 
each child is moderated, next steps are noted for each child and these steps are used in the planning 
process for the subsequent English units. A moderation file is kept by the English team which hold 
examples of work for each year group and is available for all teachers to use when required. 

 
National Curriculum tests are used at the end of KS1 and 2; teachers use past and sample papers to 
inform their assessments as they prepare pupils for these assessments.  
 

 

English lessons, tasks and materials are differentiated by the class teacher to meet the needs of 
individual children. A number of intervention strategies are used to develop children’s specific 
learning needs in English. These include many programmes designed to support classroom learning, 
as well as specific programmes such as dyslexia designed to meet children’s specific difficulties for 
example spelling. 
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