
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths 
Vocabulary 
Guidance 

 

Vocabulary progression from 

Reception to Year 6 

November 2023 



Number 
Year all operations Fractions Decimals & Percentages 

R 1. number sentence 
2. equals- is the same as  
3. balances 
4. as many as 
5. make 

 
 

1. equal parts of a whole  
2. half  
3. quarter 

 

1 Including the words above: 
1. sign 
2. number bonds/pairs 
3. missing number 

 

Including the words above: 
1. fraction  
2. equal part  
3. equal grouping equal sharing 
4. one of two equal parts  
5. one of four equal parts 

 

2 Including the words above: 
 

Including the words above: 
1. two halves 
2. two quarters, three quarters 
3. one third, two thirds one of three equal parts 

 

3 Words mentioned above 
1. calculation 
2. operation 
3. symbol 

Including the words above: 
1. numerator 
2. denominator 
3. equivalent fraction 
4. sixths, sevenths, eighths, tenths … 

 

4  Including the words above: 
1. hundredths 
2. unit fraction 
3. simplify 

1. decimal 
2. decimal point 
3. decimal place 
4. decimal equivalent 

 
5. tenths 
6. hundredths 

 
 
 

5  Including the words above: 
1. mixed number 
2. proper/improper fraction 
3. thousandths 
4. lowest common denominator 

Including the words above: 
1. thousandths  
1. percentage 
2. per cent, % 
3. parts per 100 

6  1. recurring  

 

Including the words above: 
1. proportion 
2. in every 
3. for every  
4. ratio 

 

 Other areas 
Year Measurement Properties of shapes 2d/ 3d shapes Position and direction Statistics Algebra 

R PROBLEMS INVOLVING ‘REAL LIFE’ OR MONEY  REASONING ABOUT NUMBERS OR SHAPES  1. position    



1. money  
2. coin  
3. penny, pence, pound  
4. price, cost  
5. buy, sell  
6. spend 
7. pay  
8. change 

 
LENGTH  
1. long, short, tall  
2. high, low  
3. thick, thin  
4. longer, shorter, taller, higher… and so on  
5. longest, shortest, tallest, highest… and so on  
6. far, near, close 
7. small and large 

 
MASS  
1. weigh, weighs, weight 
2. heavy/light, heavier/lighter, heaviest/lightest 

 
 
CAPACITY  
1. full  
2. half full  
3. empty  
4. holds  
5. container 

 
TEMPERATURE 
1. hot and cold 

 
TIME 
1. time  
2. days of the week: 

Monday, Tuesday… 
3. day, week  
4. birthday, holiday 
5. morning, afternoon, night  
6. bedtime, dinnertime, playtime  
7. today, yesterday, tomorrow  
8. before, after  
9. next, last  
10. now, soon, early, late 
11. quick, quicker, quickest, quickly  
12. slow, slower, slowest, slowly  
13. old, older, oldest  
14. young, younger, youngest 
15. new, newer, newest 

1. pattern  
2. puzzle  

 
Organising and using data 
1. count, sort 
2. group, set 
3. match  
4. same, different 
5. list 

 
EXPLORING PATTERNS, SHAPE AND SPACE  
1. shape, pattern 
2. flat  
3. curved, straight  
4. wavy 
5. sloping 
6. round  
7. corner  
8. face, side, end 
9. sort  
10. make, build, draw 

 
PATTERNS AND SYMMETRY  
1. size  
2. bigger, larger, smaller 
3. symmetrical  
4. pattern  
5. repeating pattern  
6. match 

 
2D SHAPES  
1. circle  
2. triangle  
3. square  
4. rectangle  
5. star 

 

2. over, under  
3. above, below  
4. top, bottom, side  
5. on, in  
6. outside, inside  
7. around  
8. in front, behind 
9. front, back  
10. end, beginning  
11. before, after  
12. beside, next to  
13. opposite  
14. apart  
15. between  
16. middle, edge  
17. corner  
18. direction  
19. left, right  
20. up, down  
21. forwards, backwards, 

sideways  
22. across  
23. close, far, near  
24. along  
25. through  
26. to, from, towards, away  
27. from  
28. movement  
29. slide  
30. roll  
31. turn  
32. stretch 
33. bend 
34. high, low 



16. takes longer, takes less time  
17. hour, o’clock  
18. fast, slow 
19. clock, watch, hands 

1 Including the words above: 
LENGTH  
1. long/short 
2. longer/shorter 
3. tall/short 
4. double/half 
5. ruler  

 
WEIGHT/ MASS 
1. Weighing scales 
2. Weighs 
3. heavy/light, 
4. heavier than, lighter than 
5. balance 

 
CAPACITY 
1. Containers 
2. full/empty 
3. more than, less than 
4. half, half full, quarter 

 
TIME 
1. after, next, first, today, yesterday, tomorrow, 

morning, afternoon and evening 
2. O’clock, half past 
3. midnight 
4. hours, minutes, seconds 
5. days of the week 
6. month 
7. month names 
8. years 
9. weekend 
10. seasons: spring, summer, autumn, winter 
11. fast, faster, fastest 
12. how long ago? 
13. how long will it be to…?  
14. how long will it take to…? 
15.  how often? 
16. always, never, often, sometimes, usually  
17. once, twice 
18. clock/watch, timer 

Including the words above: 
SHAPE AND SPACE  
1. hollow, solid  
2. point, pointed  
3. edge 

 
3D SHAPES  
1. cuboid  
2. cylinder  
3. cube 
4. pyramid  
5. sphere  
6. cone 
7. face 
8. edge 
9. vertex and vertices 

 

Including the words above: 
1. Underneath 
2. Centre 
3. Journey 
4. whole turn, half turn, 

quarter and three-quarter 
turns 

Including the words 
above: 

Organising and using 
data 
1. vote  
2. table 

 

 

2 Including the words above: 
MEASURES (GENERAL)  
1. measuring scale  

 
MONEY 

Including the words above: 
Surface 
Compare 
sort 
 
PATTERNS AND SYMMETRY  

Including the words above: 
1. Route 
2. higher, lower 
3. clockwise, anti-clockwise 
4. quarter turn  

Including the words 
above: 

Organising and using 
data 
1. tally 

 



2. £ and p 
3. change 
4. Bought 
5. Sold 
6. costs more 
7. cheap, costs less, cheaper 
8. costs the same as  
9. how much…? how many…? 
10. count out, 
11. share out  
12. left, left over 

 
 
LENGTH  
1. length 
2. metre (m) 
3. centimetre (cm) 
4. metre stick 
5. further, furthest 

 
WEIGHT/ MASS 
1. kilogram (kg), half-kilogram, gram (g) 

 
CAPACITY 
1. capacity 
2. contains 
3. litre (l), half-litre, millilitre (ml) 

 
TEMPERATURE 
1. °C 
2. Thermometer  

 
TIME 
1. Analogue clock 
2. quarter past/to the hour 
3. fortnight 
4. ____ to 

____ past 

1. line of symmetry  
2. mirror line, reflection 

 
2D SHAPES  
1. circular  
2. triangular 
3. rectangular  
4. pentagon  
5. hexagon  
6. octagon 

 
3D SHAPES  
Faces on a 3d shape 

5. half turn 
6. three quarter turn 
7. right angle  
8. straight line 

2. graph, block 
graph 

3. pictogram 
4. Venn diagram 
5. represent 
6. label, title 
7. most popular 
8. most common 
9. least popular 
10. least common 
11. total 

3 Including the words above: 
MONEY 
1. Note 
2. more/most expensive 
3. less/least expensive 
4. amount  
5. value, worth 

 
LENGTH 
1. width, height, depth 
2. wide, narrow  
3. deep, shallow  

Including the words above: 
1. right-angled  
2. degrees 
3. acute angle  
4. obtuse angle 
5. vertex, vertices  
6. layer 
7. diagram 
8. half-turn 
9. three-quarters of a turn 
10. complete turn 
11. horizontal and vertical lines 

Including the words above: 
1. row, column 
2. compass point north, 

south, east, west (N, S, E, 
W)  

3. horizontal, vertical 
4. diagonal 

Including the words 
above: 

1. chart, bar chart 
2. frequency table  
3. Carroll diagram 
4. axis, axes 
5. diagram 
6. How many 

more?’ 
7. ‘How many 

fewer? 

 



4. distance apart/between, distance to… from… 
5. millimetre (mm) 
6. edge, perimeter 
7. tape measure 

 
TIME 
1. Calendar 
2. AM PM 
3. Digital clock 
4. earliest, latest 
5. afternoon 
6. noon 
7. midnight 
8. evening 
9. duration 

 
 

12. pairs of perpendicular  
13. pairs of parallel lines 

 
2D SHAPES  
1. semi-circle 
2. pentagonal  
3. hexagonal  
4. octagonal  

 
3D SHAPES  
1. hemi-sphere 
2. prism 

4 Including the words above: 
Measurement 
1. unit, standard unit  
2. metric unit 

 
LENGTH 
1. breadth 
2. kilometre (km) 

 
CAPACITY 
1. measuring cylinder 

 
TIME 
leap year 
 
convert 
 
 

Including the words above: 
1. classify 
2. identify 

 
2D SHAPES  
1. quadrilateral 
2. heptagon 
3. oblong 
4. area, covers 
5. square centimetre (cm2) 
6. perimeter 
7. isosceles 
8. equilateral 
9. scalene 
10. parallelogram 
11. rhombus 
12. trapezium 
13. kite 
14. rectilinear 

Including the words above: 
1. origin, coordinates 
2. first quadrant 
3. x and y axis 
4. translate 
5. plot 
6. left/ right 
7. up/ down 

 

Including the words 
above: 

1. survey, 
questionnaire, 
data 

2. tally chart 
3. time graph 

 

5 Including the words above: 
TIME 
1. Decade 
2. Century 
3. Millennium 
4. timetables 

 
MONEY 
1. discount  
2. currency 

 
LENGTH 
1. inches 

 

Including the words above: 
1. protractor 
2. measure 
3. reflex 
4. angles at a point  
5. 1 whole turn (total 360°) 
6. angles at a point  
7. on a straight line 
8.  half a turn (total 180°) 
9. Drawn to scale 
10. Adjacent  

 
2D SHAPES  
1. polygon 

Including the words above: 
1. parallel 
2. perpendicular 

 

Including the words 
above: 

1. line graph 
2. database 
3. bar line chart 
4. timetables 

 



CAPACITY 
1. Pints 
2. Volume 1 cm³ 

 
WEIGHT 
1. pounds  
2. stone 

 
1. imperial unit 

2. regular 
3. irregular 

 
3D SHAPES  
1. volume 

6 Including the words above: 
LENGTH 
1. Miles 

 
Formulae 
 
MONEY 
1. profit  
2. loss 

Including the words above: 
1. Congruent 
2. meet at a point 
3. on a straight line 
4. vertically opposite 

 
2D SHAPES  
1. concave, convex 
2. open, closed 
3. dimensions 
4. radius, diameter and circumference 

 
3D SHAPES  
1. tetrahedron, polyhedron octahedron 
2. spherical, cylindrical 
3. cubic centimetres (cm³)  
4. cubic metres (m³) 
5. extending to other units [for example, mm³ and km³] 
6. nets 

Including the words above: 
1. Reflection 
2. 4 quadrants 

Including the words 
above: 

1. mean 
2. average 
3. pie chart 

Including the words 
above: 

1. formulae 
2.  
3. Expression 
4. linear number 

sequences 
5. missing number 

problems 
6. algebraically 
7. equation  
8. unknowns 
9. enumerate possibilities  
10. symbols and letters 
11. variables  

 


